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TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 

Policy Review Committee 

Meeting Minutes – August 26, 2016 

 

In attendance  

Donna Donahue, Selectboard member; Gary Baker, committee member; Beth Dow and Chris English, 

Town staff; Lorie Mackey, Middlebury resident. 

 

Chris called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m. 

 

Citizen Comments.  Following on her appearance before the Selectboard on August 23rd, resident 

Lorie Mackey spoke to the Committee about her experiences and concerns around the Town’s Zoning 

Regulations and permitting process as they pertain to her desire to operate a hotdog cart on private 

property.  She explained that she found the Zoning Regulations confusing and the permitting process 

seemed to her to be too open-ended, and lacking in clearly-defined, consistent standards for 

approving or rejecting an application.  The Committee explained that the Zoning Regulations and 

permitting process are the purview of the Planning Commission and the Planning & Zoning office, and 

that State statute requires a formal public-engagement process for proposing, reviewing and 

approving potential updates to the regulations.  As a first step, and since the Planning Commission is 

in the early stages of gathering input for the five-year Town Plan update due to be completed in 

2017, Committee members encouraged Lorie to put her thoughts and concerns into writing and bring 

them to the attention of Planning Commission Chair Nancy Malcom. 

 

The Committee also briefly discussed its current review of the Town’s Vending Ordinance, explaining 

to Lorie that this work had originated with a charge from the Selectboard to investigate the possibility 

of developing a new Board policy regarding the display of art on public property.  Upon learning that 

the Committee was considering a recommendation to prohibit all forms of commercial activity from 

public property in Middlebury – primarily over public safety concerns – Lorie encouraged the 

Committee to consider identifying a limited number of areas where commercial activity could take 

place.  She cited examples from other communities where a Town used a lottery system to offer 

vendors temporary access to specific public areas to conduct commercial business.  

 

Approve Meeting Minutes of July 29, 2016.  Gary moved to approve the minutes of the July 29th 

meeting as presented.  Donna seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

 

Continue Discussion of Potential Amendments to Vending Ordinance.  The Committee picked up the 

conversation from July 29th regarding the need to identify an official map outlining the geographic 

boundaries of Middlebury within which the ordinance is in effect.  Among the options discussed were 

using the Town of Middlebury maps found on the Addison County Regional Planning Commission 

website or identifying the appropriate range of maps from the official Town set recorded in the 

Clerk’s Office, much like what the Committee used earlier in updating the Alcohol on Town Property 
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ordinance.  Chris said he would look into both options and report back to the Committee at its next 

meeting. 

 

The Committee wrapped up its discussion of the Vending Ordinance, as follows: 

 

Section 6 – Permit Procedure for Street Vending.  Delete.  Under the proposed revised ordinance, all 

commercial activity will be prohibited on Town property; therefore, a permit procedure will no longer 

be necessary. 

 

Section 7 – Official Action on the Permit.  Delete. See Section 6. 

 

Section 8 – Appeal Process.  Delete.  See Section 6. 

 

Section 9 – Enforcement.  OK, as is.  Will become the new Section 6. 

 

Chris said he would distribute a marked up version of the draft ordinance for the Committee’s review 

prior to the next meeting. 

 

Next Meeting.  The next meeting of the Policy Review Committee will be on Thursday, September 1  

@ 8:00 a.m. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 a.m. 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Chris English 

Assistant Town Manager 


